Rules and Regulations 2011


THE LEAGUE SHALL BE KNOWN AS 


The Yeovil and District Lawn Tennis League


2	CONSTITUTION. The League competition is open to Clubs situated within a 15 mile radius of Yeovil, having access to at least 2 courts.  Clubs outside this area may be accepted subject to full AGM approval. The competition shall be competed for annually in accordance with the following regulations using current rules and regulations of Lawn Tennis as stipulated by the Lawn Tennis Association. 


3	COMMITTEE. The Management of the League shall be vested in a Committee of 9 to consist of Chairman, Secretary, Treasurer and such other Officers as are deemed necessary at the AGM. Subject to a quorum of 5 Members, the Committee shall have the power to co-opt. The offices of the Chairman, Secretary and Treasurer shall be restricted to a maximum term of 3 years. In the absence of a volunteer, Clubs shall be expected to nominate a person to serve as Secretary for a term of one year. Clubs to be appointed on an alphabetical basis. 


4	POWERS OF COMMITTEE.  The Committee shall have the power to fine, suspend or expel any Club or player if in the opinion of the Committee the rules of the League have been broken or conduct prejudicial to the interest of the League has occurred. Should a complaint be received concerning the condition of any court the decision of the Committee regarding further use of the court in question for League matches during the season shall be final. 


5	MEETINGS.  The Annual General Meeting and the Registration Meeting shall be held in the months of October and February respectively. Representatives of all affiliated Clubs shall be entitled to attend both meetings but only 1 delegate from each Club shall be entitled to vote. Only member Clubs may submit proposals to amend League rules. Proposals must reach the League Secretary at least 21 days prior to the meeting. Any member Club not represented at an AGM shall be liable to a fine of £5. The Registration Meeting shall be called to organise fixtures and collect subscriptions and fees. 


6	FEES AND SUBSCRIPTIONS. The current seasons fees are : each member Club £5; each participating team £5; each Knock-out entry £2.50; Juniors no charge. 


7	RESIGNATIONS.	A club wishing to enter or resign from the competitions shall give notice of their intention to the Secretary of the League on or before February 1st. 


8	GROUPING AND FIXTURES. The competition shall be divided into groups of not more than 8 teams. New Clubs and Clubs rejoining the League shall be placed in the lowest division or waiting list. 


9	PROMOTION AND RELEGATION. The top two teams in each division shall be promoted to their respective higher divisions and the bottom two teams shall be relegated. Any team conceding more than one match (to include fielding an incomplete team) in any season shall be made to seek re-election to the League and, if elected, shall be placed in the lowest division or waiting list of its category. Where any category of the League is over subscribed the lowest team of the lowest division shall stand down and seek re-election from the bottom of any waiting list. 


10	TEAMS. Each team to consist of 4 players. Each team to play a home and an away fixture against each other team in the same division per season. Clubs may enter a maximum of 2 teams in any division. Where a Club has more than one team competing in the same category (mixed, mens or ladies) the players considered to be the strongest shall compete in the team(s) of highest standing. Points won by any player found to be in breach of this rule shall, at the discretion of the Committee, be awarded to the opposing team. Any player may only play once in any one category in any one week unless he/she is also playing in a rearranged match in that week. 


11	PLAYING MEMBERS. A player may represent more than one Club in different categories providing they are fully paid up, bona fide members of each Club for at least 14 days prior to any match. A player wishing to change Clubs during the season shall give 14 days notice to the League Secretary, enclosing written consent from the Chairman of the Clubs concerned. All points won by an ineligible player in any match shall be awarded to the opposing team. For representation purposes the League and Knock-out sections shall be treated as one competition. 


12	MATCH DAYS. The first round of Summer League matches each year shall commence on week 18 of the calendar and shall be played on any weekday. Winter League matches are to be played at weekends commencing the weekend of week 45. Knock-Out matches may be played on any day. 


13	UNCOMPLETED MATCHES. Where matches are started and abandoned after 2 rubbers have been completed, the points for any completed rubbers shall stand. The 2 points for any uncompleted rubbers shall be divided equally between the teams. Where less than 2 rubbers have been played at the time of abandonment, the match shall be replayed on another occasion from the beginning. In the case of any dispute regarding an uncompleted rubber, the points relative to that rubber and the bonus points for the match shall be allocated at the discretion of the Committee.


14	ORDER OF PLAY. Summer League Matches to consist of 4 rubbers in which each pair plays both pairs of the opposing team. Each visiting pair to play both rubbers on the same court.  All rubbers shall be the best of 3 sets. Winter League Matches to be played as follows: 4 mixed doubles matches of 1 set per rubber to be followed by 1 Mens doubles and 1 Ladies doubles of 2 sets per rubber. Tiebreaks. All tiebreak sets to be recorded on the result card as 7-6 or 6-7. At 6-6 in the first 2 sets of any rubber the Wimbledon 7 point tiebreak shall be used. At one set all in the 3rd set in any rubber either a 10 point Championship tiebreak may be used or a full set played. Team captains must agree on the 3rd set format to be used before play commences. If it is decided to play 3 full sets, play may be suspended at set all in the first rubber and the outstanding 3rd set played, subject to conditions, at the completion of the second round of matches. Where no amicable agreement can be reached the format shall be decided by the visiting captain. 


15	POSTPONEMENTS.  Matches may only be postponed by reason of bad weather. A match not played for any other reason shall be deemed lost (conceded) by the offending team and that team lose 4 points and their opponents gain 6 points. In the event of any postponement it is the duty of the home team to offer their opponents 3 dates for the re-match, taking into consideration any scheduled League commitment of the other Club. The Match Secretary must be notified, in writing, of the date decided on within 21 days of the original fixture. Any fixture date not fixed and notified within 21 days will result in the match being deemed conceded and the points allocated as above. All Summer League matches must be played by August 31st or be registered as conceded. 


16	BALLS. Four new balls of any make authorised by the LTA to be provided by the home team for each court. Other balls may be used with the consent of the visiting captain. 


17	TIME OF START. All Summer matches to commence at 6.15pm and any player not ready to play 30 minutes after the scheduled start time shall lose the first rubber 6-0, 6-0. Should any player not arrive within 60 minutes of the scheduled start the second rubber shall also be conceded 6-0, 6-0. Where a game(s) has been claimed due to late arrival the offending player(s) shall be informed of any action taken before any further play. Consideration may be given to a late arrival who has previously notified the opposing captain and offered adequate reason. Time of start of all matches must be entered on the result card. 


18	SCORING. I point per set with 2 bonus points awarded to the winning team (to be shared in the event of a tie). In the event of any team conceding rubbers or sets for any reason, that team or pair shall forfeit all uncompleted games. At the end of each season the teams scoring the highest number of points in the League shall be adjudged the Champions of the competition for the year. If 2 or more teams in any division score an equal number of points the final order shall be determined by the following criteria which also apply to teams facing relegation. (1) matches won; (2) rubbers won; (3) sets won; ( 4) games won. A play off to be arranged should any teams remain level in all respects. 


19	RESULT CARDS. The HOME team shall be responsible for e-mailing the result of each match to the relevant Match Secretary of the League on the day following each match using the official match card. The match card must be signed by representatives of both teams and retained by the Home Captain. 


20	TROPHIES. Any Club failing to deliver a trophy in their possession in time for presentation at the year’s AGM will incur a fine of £10. 


21	PROTESTS. Any protest must be lodged with the League Secretary, in writing, not later than 3 days following the match to which they refer. After consideration the Committee shall cause their decision to be notified by post to the complainant and alleged offender. The Committee’s decision shall be final and binding on all parties. 


Failing to comply with any of the above regulations renders any Club, team or individual liable to expulsion from the League after the second offence. 


KNOCK-OUT COMPETITION RULES


All K.O. matches shall be played to the relevant rules of the League and may be played on any day of the week. 


Any participating League Club may enter a team in any category. 


The draw for the event shall be made at the Annual Registration Meeting. 


The first and second teams in the previous seasons League competition shall be placed at the top and bottom of the draw. 


The K.O. Match Secretary shall notify all teams of their opponents in the competition by email. The Home team shall then offer their opponents a choice of 3 dates (4 in the case of a semi-final match) within the stipulated time schedule of the competition, taking into consideration any previous official League commitment of that Club. Should none of the dates offered be accepted, the Home team shall claim the tie as conceded. Results to be emailed to the K.O. Secretary on completion of each match.


All finals shall be played at a venue to be decided by the League Committee.





JUNIOR LEAGUE RULES





1 All Junior matches shall be played to the relevant rules of the League with the following variations...


2 Eligible players shall be under the age of 13 years on August 31st of the previous year to play in the under 13 category and under 16 on the same date to play in the 13-16 category.


3 Teams may be composed of any combination of sexes. 


4 Each rubber to consist of 2 sets. A third, one game tie-break, set may be played to qualify players for LTA ratings. 


5 Where applicable the divisions shall be arranged on a regional basis with a play off final to determine each Group winner. 


6 An adult member from each participating club shall be in attendance for the duration of every match. 











JUNIOR LEAGUE					JUNIOR LEAGUE


Under 13 						13 – 16 





Weymouth		Saturday 4.00


Sherborne		Sunday 1.30			Sherborne		Sunday 1.30


Bridport		Saturday 2.30		Bridport 		Saturday 2.30


Misterton		Sunday 2.00			Queen Camel


Weymouth		Saturday 4.00		Chard





[USE GRID TO PLAY 8 MATCHES]		[FORMAT TO BE ADVISED] 








DISCLAIMER





The Management Committee of the Yeovil and District Lawn Tennis League (hereafter called the League) hereby give notice that all arrangements made by the League for any person(s) to visit any tennis court or any other place including transport in connection with such visit are made by the League as agents for such person(s). Such arrangements are made on the condition that the League shall not be liable for any loss, damage, theft from or any inconvenience caused to or suffered by such person(s) or property in consequence of or in connection with such visits. 











